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D I S T R I B U T E D  E T H N O G R A P H Y
SENSEMAKER

• Enables the collection of stories and experiences 
from real people, when they matter the most;

• Allows us to uniquely combine storytelling with 
statistics and data visualisation;

• Birds eye view of the high level patterns, with 
added descriptive story data to explain contextual 
insight;

• Democratising the research process: communities 
have the generative power to define and justify 
what it needs to change.
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- Joe Bloggs
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SELF-SIGNIFICATION
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LEVENTHAL’S COMMON-SENSE MODEL: 
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SIGNIFIERS
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SIGNIFIERS



CENTRE
CANOLFAN

Material in this presentation is Copyright © 2021 Cognitive Edge Pte Ltd
All Rights Reserved. Protected in part by copyright, patent and trademark and other law10

SIGNIFIER PATTERNS
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SIGNIFIER PATTERNS
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T4 IN MY STORY, WHAT I WAS CONCERNED ABOUT WAS...
JANUARY 2021 FEBRUARY 2021 MARCH 2021

My personal energy/ wellbeing My personal energy/ wellbeing My personal energy/ wellbeing

Cooperation with 
others

Having what I needed 
to do the job

Cooperation with 
others

Having what I needed 
to do the job

Cooperation with 
others

Having what I needed 
to do the job

Oral History of Nurses, N.Ireland, 2021
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Oral History of Nurses, N.Ireland, 2021

“ Quote ”
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JANUARY 2021 FEBRUARY 2021 MARCH 2021
Feeling safe Feeling safe Feeling safe

Working as a team Doing my job well Working as a team Doing my job well Working as a team Doing my job well

IN MY STORY, WHAT WAS IMPORTANT WAS…
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C O R E  C O N C E P T
SIGNIFIERS
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